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Summary:
	Ansar Beit al-Maqdis’s pledge of allegiance to the Islamic State could have negative spill-over effects on radical Islamic groups present in Tunisia. Tunisian presidential elections will occur on November 23rd. The U.S. has a strategic security interest aiding in the containment and elimination of the group in Egypt to prevent the spread of ISIS support. The U.S. also has an interest in protecting the developing democracies of Tunisia and Egypt to foster stability in the region. 

Background:
	Parliamentary elections were successful on October 26th. The elections resulted in a majority for the secular Nidaa Tounes party. Presidential elections will take place on November 23rd. These elections are another important step in Tunisia’s stability and future. 
	As mentioned in the previous report, Tunisia has seen increased turmoil since the revolution. Insurgents who oppose democracy have been violent. The continuance of this violence was evident on Wednesday November 5th, where terrorists are suspected of bombing a bus of Tunisian soldiers heading towards the Algerian border. Recent events in the region could encourage more violence and hinder the success of upcoming presidential elections. On November 10th Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, Egypt’s most dangerous militant group, has declared allegiance to the Islamic State. The U.S. state Department has declared this group a Foreign Terrorist Group. This link could provide new money, weapons and recruits to the violent battles against the government in Cairo. 

Analysis:		
The announcement of the Ansar Beit al-Maqdis to support the Islamic State could have the effect of fueling confidence in religious militant groups already active in Tunisia. Spill over effect could allow Tunisian militant groups to move towards allegiance with ISIS if the Egyptian announcement of allegiance does not see a response from the government. We have already seen this effect when the revolution of 2011 in Tunisia spilled over into Egypt. Tunisia’s Salafist movement has been associated previously with another terrorist organization, Al-Qaida. Militant groups may become empowered by the strength of those groups in Egypt and seek to establish a connection to ISIS within Tunisia. As discussed previously, Tunisia provides the largest number of ISIS fighters. This could increase instability before the presidential elections scheduled in 12 days.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The United States has an interest in quickly helping Egypt to suppress the Ansar Beit al-Maqdis group to prevent more radicalization of other neighboring countries. The U.S. sees Egypt as a vital security interest and must support the Egyptian government despite previously voicing concern on human rights abuses. Gulf States have asked for more U.S. assistance to Egypt. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates have pledged over $18 billion in direct loans, fuel subsidies, and grants to the Egyptian government. The United States must press it’s regional allies to help Egypt militarily repress this group for the security of the region. 

A quick response is needed from the Egyptian government which the U.S. should aid in. Military aid short of troops on the ground should be offered to the Egyptian government. The U.S. must see containment and demoralization of these groups as a high priority as successful rebellion could fuel increased violence. The U.S. should confer with Egyptian forces on security intelligence and investigate air strike options as previously used in Syria.  
